
The first snow is on the ground and it's that time of year - time for winter fun and the holidays! 
While we all enjoy the holidays, they can also mean a time of stress and even hazards for dogs.  Here are some 
suggestions to make the season a time of reason for your dog. 
 
• Guests and visitors can be stressful for your dog.  Take time now to find your dog a quiet place where she can 
feel safe.  A covered crate in a low traffic area est bet.  Some dogs do better if the crate is placed somewhere 
they can still see what's happening and feel included, others fare better if the crate is in a private space like a 
bedroom.  We'll refer back to this as their "Safe Place". 
• Consider streaming some music designed to soothe dogs from your MP3 player or a YouTube Channel like 
"Through a Dog's Ear". You may also consider a subscription to www.dogtv.com 
• Make sure the crate has a favorite bedding, toys and safe chewies to keep her comfortable and occupied.  
 • You may also check with you vet about a low dose of the vitamin supplement Melatonin.  
• Keep an eye on doors and entryways.  With deliveries arriving and guests coming and going, take steps to 
prevent escapes.  Consider a festively decorated gate to add a layer of security near doorways.  A sign reminding 
guests to "please keep door closed" hung to cover the doorknob will also help to keep your dog safe.  If you're 
expecting alot of traffic, secure your dog in their "safe place". 
• Remember to keep guests safe from your dog.  Training your dog to wait at doors, stairways and hallways will 
prevent traffic jams that can cause falls.  Your dog should also be trained not to jump on, mouth, nip, herd or 
paw at guests to your home.  Be especially careful with visiting children; they're easily knocked down or 
frightened by dogs and may not know how to properly interact with them.  When in doubt, your dog's "safe 
place" is the best bet. 
• What would the holidays be without all the food?  And with so much food and goodwill around, it's extra 
tempting to give tidbits to our dogs.  Unfortunately, many foods popular during the holidays, such as stuffing; 
often prepared with onions, grapes/raisins, chocolate and avacado pits, can be toxic to dogs.  Small or cooked 
bones can cause choking. While fatty, rich foods can lead to pancreatitis or bloat, all of which are life 
threatening.  As well other foods can cause stomach upset, diarrhea or constipation.  Resist these urges by 
having treats to give your dog & avoiding table treats; ask guests to do the same.  
• Keep your home free of hazards.  Make sure garbage cans and trash containers aren't accessible to pets.  Keep 
alcoholic beverages away from dog and out of her reach. Ask guests to keep medications in a secure 
location.  For a list of toxic food, plants and substances, visit http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poisons/. 
• If your dog is on medication, make sure his scripts are current and you have an adequate supply on 
hand.  Remember that vet offices and pharmacies will be operating under holiday hours or be closed more 
often than usual, and may not be available to fill scripts. 
 
Now that you've taken every precaution to make your home a holiday haven of safety and 
tranquility for your dog, you hopefully won't need the following tips, but we'll cover them just 
in case.  
• Make sure your dog is wearing a collar with an ID tag at all times.  This is the fastest, most reliable way to get 
your dog back should he escape, even if he has a microchip.  The tag should say, "If found, please call..." 
followed by your home, work and cell numbers as well as the numbers for a trusted friend.  The more people 
and phone numbers you can fit on the tag, the better your chances for recovery.  Microchips can be missed; an 
ID tag can be seen by all. 
• Speaking of microchips...is the information for your pet current with your service provided or database 
host?  If not, be sure to call and update it.  For more Information visit www.petkey.org.  To have your dog's 
chip read, visit your vet or local shelter. 
• Know where your nearest emergency veterinary hospital is located.  Print out the driving directions and place 
a copy in each vehicle.  Add the number and directions to the contacts list in your phone, as well.  It's also not a 
bad idea to drive the route for practice.  You'll appreciate having taken the extra step to know where you're 
going if you have to make the drive late at night with a sick or injured dog.  Local Emergency Clinics include:   
Granville , Dilly Vet , OSU , MedVet - Hillard 
• If you know or suspect your dog has ingested a toxic or poisonous substance, you can contact the ASPCA 
Poison Control  (888) 426-4435 or visit http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/.  
* Please note that a fee may be charged. 
 
If you need help with training, need safe, nurturing place for your pet to stay during the 
holidays, or have any questions, please don't hesitate to give us a call.  Have a safe and happy 
holiday season! 
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